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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 19, 1996

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, today I am
pleased to join the Carlisle Exchange Club in
honoring Dr. Webb S. Hersperger as ‘‘Citizen
of the Year 1995.’’

I have known Dr. Hersperger for many
years and have valued his friendship. While
his professional and community service affili-
ations are extensive, he is most distinguished
for his important contributions to the practice
of medicine and the medical community. Hav-
ing served as president of the Cumberland
County Medical Society, he was instrumental
in the development of the emergency 911
service.

Webb’s commitment to public service by no
means ends in the hospital. For many years,
he served his country in the U.S. Army Medi-
cal Corps. He has also worked to preserve the
health and welfare of many Pennsylvanians
through the American Red Cross, the Salva-
tion Army, the United Way, and the YMCA,
just to list a few. Be it through his medical
practice, the church, or service with edu-
cational and charitable organizations, he has
touched the life of each Cumberland County
resident in some way.

It has been said that the health of a demo-
cratic society is measured by the quality of
functions performed by private citizens.
Throughout his career Dr. Hersperger has
been dedicated to improving and enriching the
lives of others. Through his example, he has
set this standard and embodied the values of
true citizenship which are vital to the well-
being of our community and to the future of
our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, as the representative of Penn-
sylvania’s 19th Congressional District, I con-
gratulate Dr. Hersperger for receiving this
prestigious award. He has made Cumberland
County a better place to live and raise a fam-
ily. I am proud to call him a constituent and a
friend.
f

SALUTING CUYAHOGA COUNTY
BAR FOUNDATION PUBLIC SERV-
ANTS MERIT AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 19, 1996

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute eight individuals who are being honored
as outstanding public servants. On March 22,
1996, the Cuyahoga County Bar Foundation
and Cuyahoga County Bar Association will
host the 50th Public Servants Merit Awards
Luncheon. At that time, the eight honorees will
be presented with the Franklin A. Polk Public
Servants Merit Award. The individuals are:

Valina M. Aicone; William D. Fromwiller; Sylvia
E. Harrison; Patrick P. McGinty; Donald Peak;
Francis A. Rutkowski; Rita M. Sobolewski; and
J. Carol Wolf. The Public Servants Merit
Award is named in honor of Franklin A. Polk,
a distinguished lawyer who chaired the annual
luncheon for 40 years. As the county bar foun-
dation and the county bar association cele-
brate a historic 50th awards luncheon, Frank
will be remembered for his commitment in rec-
ognizing the contributions of public servants.

I take special pride in saluting the 1996
Public Servants Merit Award recipients. I want
to share with my colleagues some information
regarding these outstanding individuals. They
are each more than deserving of special rec-
ognition.

Mr. Speaker, Virginia M. Aicone is a resi-
dent of Brook Park, OH. She is a graduate of
West High School and she has enjoyed a dis-
tinguished career with the court which spans
28 years. She began her career with the court
in 1968 when she was employed as deputy
clerk for the clerk of courts. She went on to
serve as editor for the common pleas court.

In her current position, Ms. Aicone is re-
sponsible for supervising and training employ-
ees in the data input journal entries division.
She and her staff work closely with the clerk’s
office, sheriff’s department, and others to
guarantee that accurate information is re-
flected on the court journals.

Ms. Aicone is the proud mother of three
children; Michael, Anthony, and Madeline. Her
hobbies include bowling, bingo, and coin col-
lecting. In addition, she is active in her com-
munity as a member of the Ladies Auxiliary,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, where she was
named Mother of the year. In addition, she is
a member of the American Legion Auxiliary
and Women of the Moose.

Mr. Speaker, the next honoree, William D.
Fromwiller, is a resident of Claridon, OH. He
is a graduate of Richmond Height High School
and attended Cleveland State University. Mr.
Fromwiller began his court career in 1969, fol-
lowing an honorable discharge from the U.S.
Army. He currently serves as chief deputy for
the county clerk of courts.

In his position, Mr. Fromwiller, oversees the
clerk’s budget, including contracts and pur-
chasing. He also responds to procedural ques-
tions which arise concerning court rules.
Throughout his career, Mr. Fromwiller has ex-
ercised the highest level of concern and com-
passion for those he has encountered on the
job. He prides himself on being an effective
communicator and problem solver.

Mr. Fromwiller is an avid fisherman, and he
enjoys an annual visit to Canada for the sport.
He also enjoys hunting and walking. He and
his wife, Jean, are the proud parents of two
children, Keith and Craig.

Mr. Speaker, our third Public Servants Merit
Award recipient has worked in the criminal di-
vision of the clerk of courts office for more
than 29 years. Currently, Sylvia E. Harrison is
employed as assistant supervisor for the clerk
of court. In this position, she assists in the
preparation of judges’ personal docket for

court, issues summons and warrants for de-
fendants who fail to appear in court, and main-
tains and verifies computerized criminal history
checks for the court.

Ms. Harrison is a native of West Virginia
and graduated from Excelsior High School.
She and her husband, Willie C. Harrison, are
the proud parents of Marcia, Felicia, April, and
Willie, Jr. They are residents of Cleveland,
OH.

In her spare time, Ms. Harrison is active in
the Cleveland community. Her memberships
include the Urban League of Greater Cleve-
land, the NAACP, and the Democratic Club. In
addition, she is a member of Faith Tabernacle
where she serves as financial secretary. Her
hobbies include camping, reading, cooking,
and playing video games.

Mr. Speaker, the fourth honoree, Patrick P.
McGinty, is a resident of Lakewood, OH. He is
a veteran of the Korean war, and notes with
pride that he is one of eight members of his
family to have served in the Armed Forces at
various times. Mr. McGinty began his court ca-
reer in 1968. He currently serves as deputy fil-
ing clerk for the probate court. In his position,
Mr. McGinty is responsible for filing and dis-
tributing probate cases to the public. He also
makes certain that magistrates of the court
have their daily hearings, and he assists the
public in viewing microfilms. Mr. McGinty takes
pride in his career in public service and his
commitment to helping others.

Sharing her life with Mr. McGinty is his wife
of 29 years, Margaret. They are the proud par-
ents of three children: Christopher, Kathleen,
and James. In his spare time, Mr. McGinty
has volunteered his time at the Lakewood
Charitable Assistance Corp., where he deliv-
ered food to needy families. He also did volun-
teer work with St. Augustine’s Church. In addi-
tion, he has coached youngsters in basketball
and boxing. His hobbies also include garden-
ing.

The fifth recipient of the Public Servants
Merit Award, Donald E. Peak, is a resident of
Parma, OH. Mr. Peak began his career with
the Cuyahoga County court system in 1965.
He has been employed as a probation officer,
case supervisor, and supervisor of placement
and manager of residential services for the
Cuyahoga County juvenile court.

Currently, Mr. Peak holds the position of
deputy director for the department of probation
and community services. In this position, he
takes responsibility for ensuring that children
receive proper assessment and the highest
level of support services and programs de-
signed to curtail unlawful behavior on the part
of youth.

Mr. Peak is a veteran who was honorably
discharged from the U.S. Army. He is an avid
sports fan and also enjoys reading, walking,
fishing, and coin collecting. In addition, Mr.
Peak maintains a close association with and
assists individuals who are mentally and phys-
ically disadvantaged. He advises that it has
given him a greater appreciation of life’s true
priorities. Mr. Peak and his wife, Virginia
Brown Peak, are the parents of three children:
Jim, Joe, and Jack.
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